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of his Majesty's dominions, I have to re-

quest that you will furnish me with ex-

planation of the olject of the voyage of
the Ontario, ccc."

Here then is the first claim of title
which the British had upon our govern-
ment to Oregon, and this claim admitted
the title of the United States before the
war, and is based by the British Minister,

have bcenconstantly prosecuted with an eye to

the possession, if she has not already obtained a

mortgage on them as indemnity for the debt of
Mexico.
Wejneel not stop to'discuss the question whether
our commerce could be safely and prosperous-

ly prosecuted on the Pacific, if the Califorrjias
with their harbors were in the possession of
Great Britain. Wc sought the acquisition of
Texas in order to secure to ourselves the com-

mand of the Gulf of Mexico and it s more

important, probably, that we should acquire the
Californias in order to secure the harbors be-

fore referred to in the prosecution of our com-

merce on the Pacific. But with the evidences
ofthc anxiety of Great Britain to obtain posses-
sion of this territory, which are well authenti-

cated, our Government cannot fail to sec the

importance of preventing aay such acquisi-
tions by that power.

The last advices from California inform us

that the province is in a state of revolution the

natives wishing to expel the Mexicans, and

having every prospect of success. The strug-

gle will be short, if it has not already termina
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From the Augusta, (Maine) Age.
CijCU; OP T11R 'BRITISH CLAIM

TO THE OREGON,
i .'ho systematic encroachments of the
Rrish (Government upon the territorial
ri'its of other nations, is a matter of uni-- v

sal notoriety. Scarcely a nation exists
,v.;ich lias not at some time felt theinsidi--,- s

advances and gracing avarice of tliis
i.tiori for acquiring new territory. Xo
micr has that government fixed its eyes
nun a territory or country winch it finds

i .lt;irab!,e as an acquisition, than it sets up
..ni" vatfe, indefinite pretence of claim to
i, which it urges with all coiiceitatle ly

and perseverance, until it can cx-n- rt

ait admission from its intended victim,
i'mttlio territory thus claimed, is iti

From that moment, her success is

crtai:. The title admitted to he i:dix- -

vernment, which had not sagacity enough
to perceive the value of the country, was

subsequently induced to enter into that
most suicidal arrangement for joint occu-

pation, which has been continued for the
last twenty years, and under which the
British government has been enabled to

magnify an occupancy, commencing in
mere sufferance in 1818, without even a
pretence of right, into a formidable claim,
tiie settlement of which now threatens the
peace of two of the most powerful nations
of Christendom!

Such is the origin of the British claim
to Oregon. Such is the result of the bold
and shameless assumptions of her diplo-

macy, and the short sighted, and yielding
policy of our own government. Had we
done as the British would have done in
similar circumstances, driven them out of
the country when it was restored to us
under the treaty, all subsequent trouble
would have been avoided. But our gov-
ernment, with unsuspecting confidence,
permitted them to remain, and the result is
now seen. Every year of delay has ad-

ded strength to their claim and embolden-
ed their government in its unjust demands.
Yet with these startling facts before us,
there arc not wanting those, among whom,
wc regret to say it, arc to be found some

professed democrats, who have so little
American feeling, as to refuse to termin-
ate this fatal joint occupancy, thus ena-

bling them to fortify themselves under the
claim of possession, in such a manner as
to endanger the ultimate loss of this exten-

sive, rich and invaluable territory! How
long the American people will tolerate
such rcmisnesson the part of their govern -

jh!c, negotiation follows in the progress signed "do, in conformity with the first ur-:- f

which, by bold assumptions on her tide of the Treat' of Ghent, restore to

us proot ot their talents, tneir integrity, tne-i-

legislative capacity, or their devotion to Dem-ciati- c

principles and the institutions ofour com-

mon country. Be represented in the Conven-
tion by your oirn delegates. Let it not be
packed by party hacks, whose object is to pro-
mote their own selfish purposes, and not your
own best interests. One of the People.

Popular Sentiment. A meeting of
the citizens of Philadelphia has been call-

ed to express the sentiments of the people
of that city on the Oregon question, and
ou the discussions which have recently
been held in the British parliament on the
same subject.

A Democratic meeting was held on the

30th April, at Wilmington, Delaware,
which adopted resolutions of a strong
character on the Oregon controversy-express- ing

perfect confidence in President
Polk that he will conduct the ncgociation
on the pait of the United States in such
manner that "nothing will be asked but
what is strictly right nor submitted to that
is in the least wrong." Deprecating, in
common with the whole people of the U.
States, any act on the part of our Govern-

ment, the injustice of which would involve
us in war with a foreign power, the meet-

ing insisted that, in the language of Mr.

Polk, (;our title to the country of Oregon
is clear and unquestionable."

One of the resolutions declares, "that
as renublicans it becomes li! to sustain
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upon the fact that the post was not captu- - J
red during the war, but abandoned Dy
the Americans, wdiose effects the North-Wes- t

Company purchased. Thus resting
the British claim entirely upon the fact of
the ABANDONMENT OF THE I'OST by tllC

Americans and the subsequent possession
of the country by the British. Subsequent
acts of the British government show how
much honcity there was in this, their first
claim to this territory.

The Ontario proceeded on her voyage,
and on the Oth of October the post at the
mouth of the Columbia was formally sur-

rendered by the British to the U. States,
as appears by the following nets of sur-

render mid acknowledgment.
"In obedience to the commands of his

Royal Highness, the Prince Regent, signi-
fied Ly a despatch from the Right Honora-
ble Karl Bathursr, addressed to the part-
ners or agents of the North-We- st Compa-

ny, bearing dale 2?th day of January,
ISIS; and in obedience to subsequent or-

ders, dated on the 20th of July last; from

William II. Sheriff, Esq., captain of his

Majesty's ship Andromache, we the under

tho (iovernment of the United States,

through its Agent. J. B. I'rcvost, F.squire,
the Wttlemeni of Foil (Jeorgf, on the riv-

er Columbia.
Oivcu under our hands in triplicate, at

Fort Ceorf, ou the Cidumbia river, this
Cdh of October, 15?1S.

Y. HICKF.Y,
On t. of hi.s Majefty's ship Blossom.

JAM F.S KlilTI!.
of the North-Wes- t ('ompany.

' I do hereby ncknowlcdge to liave this

day received, on behalf of the government
of the United States, the posession of the
setlleincnt designated above, in conformi-

ty iri.'h the first article of (ha Treaty of
a in Ht.

(Jiven under my ham!, in triplicate at
Fort Oeoriro, Columbia river, this Ct!i of
October, 11S.

J. B. PRFAOST,
A font for the United States.

Mr. I'revoFt in his despatch to the Sec-

retary of State, datrd October 11, 1S18,
in giving an account of this transaction,
snys; .

The Bntisii lioir was tnereupon tower- -

that of the United States lioistcd

"aL'"''! it now waves in token,
its st .liiCortrnsiity.both of possession u,
T in miic i or t no nouesiv u

claim nnd j to Oregon by Mr. Bagot, on

ground that it had not been captured
n tho Americans, but abandoned by

llicm. The pretence was so palpably
false ihnt even the British Ministry had

sufficient effrontery to maintain it, but
as. leinn net of surrender 'in conformi-

ty with the first article of tho Treaty of
Client,'' which provided; only frr the

titiitirn of territory which one
nation had capturcdyVom the other during

imr, ncknowledjcu our possession
before the war, and their capture of the

post.
The inquiry will naturally arise, how
should happen, that after the British

claim to the territory had been proved so

jalpably false, by their own acts, and the

'possts.vion and sovereignty'' of tiie coun-

try restored to the United Statesthe ques-
tion r.f sovereignly or jnssession sliouid
afterwards have been drawn into dispute?

was accomplished in this manner. The
North-wes- t company had on the Colum-
bia a larc amount of property, consisting

furs, peltries and crds of I'uropean
manufacture for the purpose ol supplying
those in their employment, and of trading
with the natives. Boinz thus located, at

treat distance Irom any British Tost,
Mr. Keith, tho Agent of the company, re-

quested that they might I c permitted to
remain and carry on the businf as under

fiaz of the United Stales. To this re-

quest, Mr. Provost answered, that he had

authority to stipulate, but presumed cur
government would not eomcl them to

leave the country without giving sufficient

notice, to rrevcut los. Thus were they
onmiiiu'i 'II "

nirre Mid'. rancc, an.l without even a pre
I'lirroi riai.

.... f.IlK.IVl'r ii , .v... -

rr.iiiitrv maiiil'si
mini try, fdthoiihonr Sttrttiry of Stntr,
Mr. Adam' lokrd upon it as so "minute

i n ruction, e us to ! unworthy to lc rt ft r-- j

r.l theVmmi.sioncrs w.tli the qurv
I'oii of rnuunmiion for a feve misrrable

j .;rrvx tUii. h tiie Biiti h carriel f .T du- -

nrjihc war!
A 'ordn-l- v, in 1C2Z. wc fill Hie

Hn'i Mh.i try i 't'tx intimmirz to Mr.

t:r:, that lh-- y Ita-- claims to li e Irr i- -

tr-ry- ,

uc. r; j.-- - to dTTjnr tho riafnro or
. ... i ' h h t r v r r Hrd.

ted. We learn also that many of our citizens

who emigrated to Oregon, having lalien ciovn
and settled in North California, and thrlney
have found the most delightful climate and a
rich soil. They affirm that Oregon is but a
bleak, barren waste, compared with Califor-

nia. We refer to these facts to show that it is

not at all unreasonable to suppose that Califor--

ma may be in a condition at a very early day
to le annexed to our Union. Nash. Union.

Ship canal to the Pacific A writer
in the New Orleans' Bulletin, signed 'Cabot,"
appeals to the capitalists of that city in behalf
ofthc project of a ship canal to the Pacific. It
seems that the isthmus of Tchcuantepcc, Mexi-

co, is the most favorable location. Here, the
distance from ocean to ocean, is only one hun-

dred and thirty miles A scientific survey
was made in 1612 and '43. ' The report says
that, it was impossible to make a canal at Pa-

nama: very difficult at Nicaragua, and practi-
cable and easy at Tchcuantepec. The maxi-

mum cost of a canal at this latter point is esti-

mated at about 3,500,000, and M. Moro
thinks it could be completed at 2,500,000.
The revenue to be derived from it must be

A distance of some twelve or thirteen
thousand miles is saved to tho vessels of our

conntry trading with the Indies. Wc cordial-

ly agree with the writer that the subject is

worthy of the serious attention of the Ameri-
can people. It is our decided opinion, howev-

er, that should the contemplated canal be made
by foreign powers instead of the people or

of the particular country, it will be a
source of endless dispute', and disaster.

From the Disseminator.
Mr. Editor: As ihc period is approaching

for the meeting of the State Convention, wc

owe it to ourselves to look about and sec wheth-

er, among the numerous experienced and trust-

worthy, there can be found one more deserving
confidence than our old and faithful Repre-
sentative, Col. Roberts But I am wrong in

placing him in the list of aspirants, for it is

well known that he was not an aspirant to a
cat in Congress, but the honor was

upon him without solicitation.
T he surest i i j " , i i. nr;,-- s

from Jong-trie- d experience, laithfulncss in eve-

ry place of trust, and success in the accomplish-
ment of important measures. Now bring all

the good patriots in the Uast, who are willing
to sacrifice their own business to serve the

rood people brin them, I say, to this tcsL

and let us sec if Col. Huberts will not be fiund

a head nnd shoulders taller than any of them.

And in order to make the test, it U not necessa-

ry to make any
' invidious distinctions, or to

name other gentlemen.
A few interrogatories alone will suffice.

Who was il that stood up most conspicuous-

ly from the East in support cf the ri ghts of the

Chickasaw counties to representation in the

Legislature in IS37afthc April and May ses-

sions? R. W. Roberts.
Who introduced nnd effected the passage of

an act. to turnpike tho Tuskalameetcr, and

thereby obtain a route for travelling nnd mail

facilities through the Eastern counties? It was

R. W. Roberts.
Who introduced nnd accomplished the pas-sag- e

of a bill in the Legislature to lay out a

road from Jackson, Mississippi, through thc

castcm counties, to Tuscaloosa, Alabama: Il

was Col. Roberts.

By whoso exertions was a resolution intro-

duced anl passed in the Legislature r.sking

Congress to crant the tiro jer cent j una io wv

State to construct a rail road from Brandon to

the Alabama lint? Cel. Roberts.

When the grant was made, ho introduced

a bill into the Legislature to accept the fund in

pursuance ofthc grant, and who accomplished
ns passage almost single handed and ilone

ncainst a' most formidable opposition? It was

Col. Robert?. -
Who introduced a bill at the last session of

Congress for a further rrant of alternate
r-b- hc land within five mile? of the

route of ihecontcmplaud rail read, for the pur-

pose of aiding in the completion of this great
national work? It w- -s Cel. Roberts.

Who has Kood cn to the Democratic party
in tribulation anl trial, in prosperity and ad

versity, ttkhoulfakctingece niomtat tor near-

ly forty yrrs?
Mr. Editor, docs not the name cf Robert u .

Roberts rise as a response lo every cne cf these

interrogatories.
Yes; aad ht me say ta the, planters cf

that this is the man whom a few

amiitie us aspirant! are trying to rule eff the
conrTCtonil ticket to make way for' thcia-sdve- s.

Anl what means arc hv tifinj ti tfTkt
their daiur,ud cljt:i? Wby,Uy ar n
d.nr thresh t,e tAStern c our.t.e, vurarai'jr3 . . . . . i nrn- -

part, and uiig'.nrueu admissions cn tiie
of her adversary, she succeeds in pro-

ems of time in presenting a formidable ar-ra- y

of facts and ar:rtinvmts i.i $ nr. port of
claim, whie.'i at the outlet had not the
slightest !'imd.itio;i on whi.-- b. to rest.
y'iiif rr.'iT.he process y which Maine was
robb-.- ofhor territory, and toe r,.c,j. by
which she now ho'cs to plant h;: power
in Oregon.

Ok lit i tho O.c-- territory is too
weil leu nvn to our renders to require that
we should now set it firth in detail. Suf-iie- o

n to say, that from the ycr.r 111 up
to th: lime that tho British lrol;eupour

cn during the
1 iii war, wcro in open, peccable and
4'-iio- t possession of the country, and that
up to t!i:it t;i:ie, the British had never inti- -

.'u government tiiaUiit'-tii-
" t pretence of a eir.im t i the

. I'nu.i the war an expedition
'''."s' ;y the Bri'i.!i against the

ft the mruth ol the Columbia.
'succeeded i.i capturing it and ta- -

in t.m name ol lue. IJntis!i

ft '' inc

ft' ntUT liit linn: im mi;
a j:iiv J?l-- . .u r. .ui.. Ihn in
( i Slate, inl'ornied Mr. Baker,

'i Chancu Allnas at n'.nmg-
-

: . . : C . . i m 'ir nn-'l- f fi

'ss-io- of this post under the the
first nrticlfMiiihe trraty of Client, which f,o
stipulates f.if'ie mutual restitution ol the
territories ai:i;osts whichencluiation had

wres'ed from i:c other during tho war. at not

raiiv: timer.' incftiifgs letter from Mr. by
B.i'.rr t the rmmandcr of that post, ir

liimtvieldit up to the jmd.c- -

ti:! ot the. Lr,;-'- Oiato n
To ibis iiotcf Mr. Monroe, Mr4 Baker

rnSWA that Iiehadlio instructions lami the
bis government o relation to this mailer,
and referring hia to Vice Admiramixion,
n ' whose coniiLUid the I'acmc ocean is

vrluded'and a. being in of it
. ry necessary nformat ion in relation to

tin' tiM!' In hi conespojiduico in

wlndi the resliti ion of the territory m

quesdon, is clatnid as having belonged to

ml lore tho war. t is a singular fact tnat
tli-- Ufirish Cliarsr made no claim to the

t.rritorv on the pat o.f Ins trovcrnmcnt, It

kt simply decline; acting, on the ground
pfwant of iiuthoriy. This was m Ju.y,
Ul". of

During the vcar.l5.1T, our --ovcrmner.t,
Hat the SloopV far, Ontario timW MC

oinnand of J. B. Provost, to tnc Colum-- l

u, to lake iwjsen 0",,1S Ps' nccord-M- ; n

lo the prnvc'il of tho treaty tf
'lent. V

.

the 2mIi ofPpycrnficr, 181 1, Cha.
the British Mmistrr. then rcsidrnt the

-- i Was!j,:,"ton. in addressed to Mr.

A'laiiV f hi noSixn tarV rxrjos
:ut tliat t!ie (hiMrio Mkm.'J have Wen

without having firstw,;t oj, ,rs r.ht.. .l
r.. .t. iv.ii.li rrtvtniartit. In tins

Ii', .. i.l irl C Ii.ll..ll ;l"
, k!.,'" r rovjnnieiit, to the irrn- - i

9 . I .. ill Uisriiic. wiuuc i

n rt. rr-,A- i fS tO III' "i'MI J

mi .t...i. .u,i rlaiin........ was l i
I i U ll l c f --r.tit Mt n.,r

irr.rral Cana:. 19 Mr - I j

menf, remains to bc.seen.

The Stcrtlari of State's reply to Almonte.
The following i:i the reply of Mr. Buchanan,
Secretary of State, to Almonte's Protest against
the Annexation of Texas.

Oi; paktm r.N t or Statt,
Washington, March, 10, 1S-15- .

The nndersiq;ird Secretary of State of the
United Slates, has received the note of Gen.
Almonte, the envoy extraordinary ami minister

plenipotentiary of the Mexican Republic, of the
("th mst., addressed to his predecessor, the
Honorable John C. Calhoun, prott sting, in
tho name of his government, against the rrro-hiti'j- n

of the late Ccngrcss for annexing Tex-nstuth- c

Unhed States, nnJ he has submitted
tho same to the President.

la answer, the urnlersifrr.td is instructed to

say that tho admission of Texas as one of the
States of this Union, having received the sanc-

tion both of tho legislative and executive de-- '

pirtnients of the government, it is now irrevo-

cably decided, so far as the United States are
concerned. Nothing but the refusal of Texas
to ratify the terms and conditions on which
h t aduiieiion depends, cm defeat his object.
It is, therefore, too late at present lo n

a discussion w hich has already been exhausted,
and again to wove that Texas has long since

l ' v, i! In r ind. nendenceof Mexico, ana now
" .both de iure nnd dc

standi be tore in- -
1 h'mi "i

facto, ns a sovereign and iuhrvrrT- -

r.mid the family of nations. Sustaining this

character, and having inanifisted a de-

sire to be one of the members of our confedera-

cy, neither Mexico nor any other nation will

have jut cause to complain njuinst the United

States for admitting her into t';c Union.
The President, nevertheless, regrets that the

government of Mexico shpuld have taken of-'iln-

at tlusa proceedings, nnl he earnestly
tni.-'.sth- at it may hcrcafier he disposed to view
ihem inamorr tavoral le light. Whilst entering
upon the duties ofhc presidential otlice, h

cheerfully dularcs in advance, that his most

strenuous' illorts shall devoid to the amica-

ble adjustment of every cause of complaint be-

tween the two govcrnmints, aid to the cultiva-

tion of the kindest and most friendly relations

between th' sister republics.
The undersigned has the the honor to trans-

mit to General "Almonte his paj-'poi- t according
to his request, and to assure l.im of his distin-guish- rd

consideration nnd rcmr!.

(Signed) . JAMES BUCHANAN.
To the Brigadier General,

Pox T. N. Almonte, &c. ftc&c.

The Vai.it. of thf. Calitorniasto the
UxiTrn SrAtrs Whilst it is not on r pol-

icy to acquire new territory for the more pur-ros-

of national glory, it does fJI legitimate y
within the great objects of republicanism to

extend the area of freedom, end diiruso he

blessings of liberty and peace. This noble

purpose, however, is to be accomplished by

pcaccatdc means, and with the voluntary con-

sent ofthc inhabitants of ll.-- : arrprc.1 territory.
When such acquisitions can e be thus maJe

of contlguons territory which is essential to our

national defenre, the policy becomes obligato-

ry tlusc princips ihc annex-- ,
unon us. Upon

of Texas was not only jusut.able tut ab-

solutely necessary for our national sokty; ana

upon tho same great consignation, the acqiu--

moa ol me vaiiionu. " ,r thisi-
- r nnr I i.irt rniuc.ii.

.. .
: I!.. K 'in an I soon- -.nm i arr nnvv t y i n 11

T " "7 - . : - r
hot later it will bceo.nc the great qucmuu w

the tirrK s.
'

A k' Uis well cstsUMicd ViH present the
subj.-c- t in itstrac light.

The only important harbor f.-- our Tf Jj
fri-- Ope Horn to tljo nv'i'.h of ihc CoIUnLia

river arc th ba of Sn Di'go anj San
Fra-uivo- . The IJribh Government is k
well appri-t- d of the t!.:c of thta bailors in

tho luvijp'i of '" Pacitic ocean, that ihc
his caul Uicra lv:h lo t-- c soir-dc- at great
nwRv. iShe ha bxl the wh ie const lur- -

rrxrA v cru 7 ilt-- 111 1 H J CTf r

the executive in the position which lie

haj assumed; and believing that position
to be correct, we trust he will adhere to
the letter and spirit of his inaugural ad-

dress."
The last resolution puts )tter p

the optional footing ta,r; flri(llifl-.- if
sTie chooses to adhprf)e declaration of
her ministers sfliameut that the right
of Oregon fn her. let tho consequences

IJponsibihtyiall upon nerovn neau
'l.g1 fin,," say, the resolution, "that
the American Eagle has just commenced
his flight'

We like to hear of these meetings of tho

patriotic citizens of our country to exprcrs
their opinions, nnd pledge themselves in

disputes with foreign nations. They aro

redolent of good times the times of 7l
and 1812.

In the present controversy relative; lo

Oregon, we rejoice lo observe that with
two or three exceptions of so insignificant
a character to be unworthy of attention,
the public journals of the United States
have spoUca the mild, but emphatic nnd

patriotic language which at such a time
and on such a question, is worthy ofAmer-

icans. Every one recognizes the right of
the United States to the territory claimed

by England every one sees that our go- -

ycrnmentcaunot surrender it without na-

tional disgrace, every citizen being parcel
of the sovereign power, must necessarily
participate. The country never was so

ripo for war as nt the present moment
aud never so well prepared for it. The
fortifications in some places are unman-

ned and defenceless, but atone week's no-

tice they could be placed in a condition to
bid defiance to r.ll naval attack. We shall

push this subject no further at this time,
lest some one should say you are wast-

ing your breath in empty bravado for wo
shall have no war. It is decidedly con-

trary to the interests of both countries not
to remain at peace. So much the better.
Wo arc not for war if it can be nvoided,
without yielding to the arrogant and un-

founded pretensions cf Great Britain.
iV. a Courier.

Nru-fPAr-E- Dlits The conduct of some
men who call themselves hcnrable, in rrcard
to debts ef this description, is iramou?. Means
arc sometime resorted to for evading their
Mvn-.f-n- u bich are shamffuL W beo a mao,
after rtcslarly receiving the papr tor year?,
rbadsthathe only intruded to take it for cn

yrar, tni trill not pav for a Ion?er lime; and

hcn anoiher avails himself cf ihe statute-o- f

limitation, a of j0It c!l,m' e fwl dlf

posed to gaiclte ihte bankruptiua lntnty,
and tipese-tee- to ibe tcorn ol honest rcrt-- .

Thciina moneys ?t tardly earned than

the ttVcriptio' ta nrwspeper?, an4 it if a

shame Lr any man, bo is able, to hi:ate U
d.vbvr bu acrour.t un cemaiw.

Kattitk Ilrittter
-- rf tncs'l he tences in Tenn- -

! a alcr.e tre vilnrl at a n--Ur

V r.""fhalihep'MmTirr4ionhs1 nrt Un
-r-

aptirH during ibe Utf war, I ut tbn iho' I mtrr.c3u5 u ut i- -n if. nndf r a:,
"?nrr.t rurrl.aI ihfir cf- --

i "em p' nr. n'i
'nd rm ;m"c tU:t':ci
rn.
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